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About the arranger
Stuart P. O’Neil (b. 1969) has taught vocal and instrumental music for Kansas public schools 
since 1993. He received a Bachelor of Music Education from the University of Nebraska and 
a Master of Music Theory from the University of Kansas. In addition to his work as a teacher 
and composer, Mr. O’Neil also serves as an arranger, accompanist, adjudicator, and 
conductor. He currently lives in Lawrence, KS, with his family. 

Website: http://www.stuartoneilmusic.com

recording and rehearsal tracks available at sbmp.com

About the music
The melody for Mingulay Boat Song is based on a traditional Gaelic folk tune, most likely 
originating in Scotland. The text was written in 1938 by Sir Hugh S. Roberton, Scottish 
composer and founder of the Glasgow Orpheus Choir, and it speaks of a fisherman’s 
longing to return home to his family.

Mingulay is a tiny, rugged island on the southern tip of Scotland’s Outer Hebrides, an 
archipelago stretching along the country’s western coast. The song is a somewhat nostalgic 
view of traditional fishing life since the remote island has been uninhabited since 1912.

Mingulay Boat Song can be a powerful musical statement, but it should also retain a sense 
of joy and anticipation throughout; this is a song about returning home, not leaving home.
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*The strait that separates the northern Outer Hebrides from the Scottish mainland.
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