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About the composer

Dr. Matthew Emery is a Canadian composer who “writes with an
honesty which enchants” (Vancouver Sun). His music has been
performed in twenty-eight countries, and recent performance
venues include the Great Wall of China, the White House and the
Musikverein. Matthew has received over forty commissions and his
music has been performed by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra,
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, Vancouver Chamber Choir, Elmer
Iseler Singers, National Youth Orchestra of Canada, National Youth
Choir of Canada, European Union Youth Orchestra, Orchestra
London, the Art of Time Ensemble, Rolston String Quartet, Dennis Wick Canadian Wind
Orchestra, Erin Wall, Susan Platts, Rena Sharon, Simone Osborne, Leslie Fagan, Tracy Dahl, and
the Bach Music Festival of Canada Orchestra. Dr. Emery studied at the University of British
Columbia (B.Mus) and the University of Toronto (M.Mus, DMA). Matthew has received over
thirty awards and prizes for his compositions and his work has been included on nineteen
albums, including a Juno nominated disc. His over sixty publications are published by G.
Schirmer, Boosey & Hawkes, Hal Leonard, Santa Barbara and many others. Dr. Emery currently
teaches at Carleton University and the University of Toronto.

Program note

“This is the morning that will rise” utilizes a ternary form which reflects the intergenerational
structure of the text, and makes for a poignant poetic journey on themes of hope and resiliency.
The vocal writing mixes textures from unison lines to four part writing. The piece is able to be
performed with or without the Tenor line making it accessible for SAB and SATB ensembles. The
A sections feature the upbeat, syncopated lines which intermingle against the pulsing piano line.
The B section is more introspective, the vocal lines are set more homophonically, and the piano
has a solo-like quality which comments on, and responds to, the homophonic choral writing. The
poignant text illuminates images of repetition, cycles of the moon, the rising sun each day, and
the strength that inspires. Musically, I respond to this through repetition of phrases, stanati-like
gestures, and use of fifths.

This work was commissioned by

The University of Regina, Dr. Melissa Morgan, Director

Winston Knoll Collegiate High School, Diane Taylor-Neale, Director

Campbell Collegiate High School, Jodi Scott, Director

Luther College High School, Kyera Levesque, Director

Michael A. Riffel Catholic High School, Chloe Golden and Stacy Allan, Directors
Sheldon-Williams Collegiate High School, Sarah Keefe, Director

The Saskatchewan Choral Federation
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American sign language notation, recording, rehearsal tracks
and the bios of Dr. Joanne Weber and Paula Weber
are available at sbmp.com
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