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About the arranger
Karen Marrolli [b. 1975] is the Director of Music 
Ministries at Central United Methodist Church 
in Albuquerque, NM. She has previously served 
as Director of Music Ministries at Trussville 
First United Methodist Church in Trussville, 
AL, as Director of Choral Ministries at the 
United Church of Santa Fe in Santa Fe, NM, and 
as the Artistic Director of the Zia Singers, the 
Cantu Spiritus Chamber Choir, and the Santa Fe 
Men’s Camerata. Marrolli holds the DMA 
degree in Choral Conducting from Louisiana 
State University (2010), where she studied 
Choral Conducting with Dr. Kenneth Fulton. 
She earned her BM in Music Theory and Composition (1997) and her MM in Choral 
Conducting and Sacred Music (2000) from Westminster Choir College before relocating 
to Charleston, SC, where she lived for seven years prior to pursuing doctoral studies. 
While in Charleston, she founded Lux Aeterna, a chamber choir who presented 
candlelight concerts in honor of such events as World AIDS Day, the September 11th 
attacks, and Child Abuse Awareness Month. These concerts always consisted of 
readings, often written by survivors of traumatic events, interspersed with choral music. 
The concerts progressed from a sense of darkness to light and were meant to give hope 
to those who were in a process of healing.

In addition to being a classically-trained composer and conductor, Karen is a prolific 
singer-songwriter who can be seen performing her own songs at various events in and 
around Albuquerque. Called "provocative" and "powerful" by listeners, her songwriting 
is autobiographical and stems from influences that range from piano-driven 
singer-songwriters such as Tori Amos and Regina Spektor to the acoustic folk sounds of 
Americana and Irish Traditional Music. 

Website: karenmarrollimusic.comPREVIE
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For the Radcliffe College Class of 1973 50th Reunion Singers

Go, My Love
(Siúil a Rún)

Traditional Irish
Arr. Karen Marrolli

SBMP 1743

It is illegal to duplicate this piece by photocopying or any other means. 
Those violating the copyright will be punished to the full extent of the law.
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Go, My Love (Siúil A Rún) - Arranger Notes
“Siúil A Rún” is a traditional Irish folk song, sung from the viewpoint of a woman who 
is watching her love go off to war. Specifically, the young man would have been going 
off to join the “Wild Geese,” a group of unemployed Irishmen sent off to fight in the 
Spanish, French, Austrian, and Italian armies during the 1600s and 1700s. The man in 
this story is likely joining voluntarily to seek a military career to reverse his fortunes, 
while the young woman is lamenting the idea that he may be killed while doing so. 
The verses are in English, while the chorus, imploring the woman’s love to be safe in his 
journey, is in Gaelic. The top line of text in the choral parts is a phonetic pronunciation 
for the ease of the singers, while the actual Gaelic text is underneath. The chorus may be 
translated as follows: 

Gaelic: 
Siúil, siúil, siúil a rún 
Siúil go sochair agus siúil go ciúin 
Siúil go doras agus éalaigh liom Is 
go dté tú mo mhúirnín slán  

The soprano line includes several optional solos. In lieu of a soloist, they may be sung 
by the S1 section or a semi-chorus. Likewise, the final chorus employs a four part texture 
in which the top line may be sung by a soloist or semichorus, or the singers can divide 
into an even four way (SSAA) split at this point. The cello part provides some additional 
depth to this arrangement, but may be omitted if no cellist is available. 

English Translation: 
Go, go, go, my love 
Go quietly and go peacefully 
Go to the door and fly with me
And may you go safely, my darling 
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