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Go, My Love (Sitil A Ran) - Arranger Notes

“Sidil A Ran” is a traditional Irish folk song, sung from the viewpoint of a woman who
is watching her love go off to war. Specifically, the young man would have been going
off to join the “Wild Geese,” a group of unemployed Irishmen sent off to fight in the
Spanish, French, Austrian, and Italian armies during the 1600s and 1700s. The man in
this story is likely joining voluntarily to seek a military career to reverse his fortunes,
while the young woman is lamenting the idea that he may be killed while doing so.
The verses are in English, while the chorus, imploring the woman’s love to be safe in his
journey, is in Gaelic. The top line of text in the choral parts is a phonetic pronunciation
for the ease of the singers, while the actual Gaelic text is underneath. The chorus may be
translated as follows:

Gaelic: English Translation:

Siuil, sidil, sidil a ran Go, go, go, my love

Sitil go sochair agus sitil go cidgin Go quietly and go peacefully
Sitiil go doras agus éalaigh liom Is Go to the door

go dté ti mo mhuirnin slén And may

The soprano line includes several optional solos,
by the S1 section or a semi-chorus. Likewise, the
in which the top line may be sung by a solg
into an even four way (SSAA) split at this po¥gt.
depth to this arrangement, but may b i

orys employs a four part texture
rus, or the singers can divide
o part provides some additional
if n® cellist is available.
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