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Debra E. Stempien (B.A. Music Composition, Susquehanna Univ.; M.A. Music Theory, Univ. 
of Michigan) is a professional saxophonist, private instructor, and composer/arranger. 

Gregory H. Turner (B.M./M.M. Music Education, Eastman School of Music) is a retired 
public school music teacher and choral director. He has been an actively performing jazz 
pianist, vocalist, and accompanist for 45 years. 

Be the Sunlight
Never-ending winter drapes an ashen veil;
Barren fields once plenty, now vacant and forlorn.
In this world where darkness threatens to prevail,
Our hopeful hearts, undaunted, must vow to break the morn:

Be the sunlight that wakens the seeds in the springtime,
Warm the earth where they lay, that their tender roots take hold.
Be the sunlight that beckons them rise, ever skyward,
And shine on their blossoms, wash their petals in gold!

Never-ending winter drapes an ashen veil;
Barren fields once plenty, now vacant and forlorn.
In this world where darkness threatens to prevail,
Our hopeful hearts, undaunted, must vow to break the morn:

Be the sunlight that wakens the seeds in the springtime,
Warm the earth where they lay, that their tender roots take hold.
Be the sunlight that beckons them rise, ever skyward,
And shine on their blossoms, wash their petals in gold!

Beam through the shadows, the looming shrouds of gray;
Stream rays of kindness to wrest the clouds away!

Be the sunlight that wakens the seeds in the springtime,
Warm the earth where they lay, that their tender roots take hold.
Be the sunlight that beckons them rise, ever skyward,
And shine on their blossoms, wash their petals in gold!

recording and rehearsal tracks available at sbmp.com

Ranges

Breaths should be taken at the end of four- or five-measure phrases. 

In m. 57, b. 3, through m. 61, b. 2, Part II should bring out the melody over Part I.  
Part I resumes the melody on m. 61, b. 3.  This happens again in m. 83-87.

Extra instruction time may be needed in m. 75 and m. 79 to ensure a rounded tone on 
the “e” vowel on the words “beam” and “stream,” respectively.  
The accompanist should pedal harmonically throughout, being careful not to blur the 
changing harmonies.
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